
Degas
Degas: A Master of Movement and Modernity

Edgar Degas, a name equivalent with Impressionism, yet a figure who remained largely independent of the
movement's heart tenets. His work, a assemblage of ballet dancers, Parisian street scenes, and intimate
portraits, surpasses simple categorization, offering a deep exploration of movement, viewpoint, and the
fleeting nature of being. This article will delve into the rich tapestry of Degas' life and oeuvre, analyzing his
unique style, his innovative techniques, and his lasting impact on the realm of art.

Degas' early education in the classical manner laid a solid foundation for his later experimentation. Unlike
many of his Impressionist peers, he received structured artistic education at the École des Beaux-Arts, where
he refined his skills in drawing and rendering historical and mythological themes. However, Degas rapidly
moved beyond the restrictions of academic art, adopting a more up-to-date and true-to-life approach.

His preoccupation with movement is perhaps his most defining feature. Whether it's the spinning skirts of
ballet dancers or the activity of a Parisian street scene, Degas expertly captures the spirit of kinetic force. He
employed unconventional perspectives, often cropping his models in unusual ways, creating a feeling of
dynamism and instinctiveness. This departure from traditional compositional rules was revolutionary for its
time and considerably impacted subsequent generations of artists.

Degas' technical proficiency was exceptional. He was a master draftsman, his sketches and pastels exposing a
unparalleled ability to capture form and movement with precision. His use of pastel, in especially, allowed
for a singular level of emotional depth, producing works of lively color and texture. The impasto of paint in
some of his oil pieces further enhances the tactile nature of his work.

Beyond his technical skills, Degas' work is infused with a refined understanding of his subjects. His portraits,
though seemingly candid, often expose a intricacy of emotion and temperament. His depictions of ballet
dancers, in specifically, are not merely portrayals of graceful movement; they examine the hard work, the
discipline, and the solitude inherent in the lives of these young women. This humanistic approach to his
subjects lends a forceful emotional resonance to his art.

Degas' influence on modern art is irrefutable. His groundbreaking approach to composition, his expert use of
illumination, and his unwavering devotion to capturing the heart of movement have inspired countless artists
over the years. His legacy continues to resonate in the work of contemporary artists, testifying to the
enduring power and significance of his vision.

In closing, Edgar Degas was far more than just an Impressionist. He was a visionary whose unique approach
to art revolutionized the way we see and understand the world around us. His mastery of form, movement,
and character, coupled with his technical expertise, has cemented his place as one of the most important
artists of the 19th century and beyond. His work persists to fascinate and inspire viewers, a testament to his
enduring brilliance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Was Degas truly an Impressionist? A: While associated with the Impressionists, Degas maintained
artistic independence, rejecting some core tenets of the movement.

2. Q: What are Degas's most famous works? A: Among his most famous are "The Dance Class," "The
Absinthe Drinker," and numerous studies of ballet dancers.

3. Q: What mediums did Degas use? A: Degas worked in oil pigment, pastel, charcoal, and monotype.



4. Q: What is unique about Degas's perspective? A: Degas often used unconventional angles and
cropping, capturing movement and a sense of spontaneity.

5. Q: How did Degas's background influence his art? A: His classical training provided a solid
foundation, yet he moved beyond academic constraints to develop a modern style.

6. Q: What is the lasting legacy of Degas's work? A: Degas significantly influenced subsequent
generations of artists with his innovative techniques and exploration of movement.
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